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DIE LEWE IS NIE REG VIR MY NIE 

Who decided that the world should be divided into the ‘western’ and ‘non 
western’ world? Who decided that colonisation and slavery were good ideas? The same person who 
thought that apartheid was nothing but good ‘neighbourliness’, where is he? I would like to file a com-
plaint.

When South Africa became a democratic country in 1994 the reality of  most South 
Africans did not change. During apartheid, colored people (a term referring to people 
of  mixed race during that period) were sent to remote and impoverished neighbour-
hoods due to racial segregation.

Criminal activities increased and as a result groups of  men took on the role of  police 
officers to take care of  their own community. These groups have evolved into different 
gangs. Schauderville is a small district in Port Elizabeth, South Africa and has the most 
gang-related activities. Therefore it has turned into one of  the most dangerous places 
in the area.

Farren van Wyk (1993) was born in Salsoneville, Port Elizabeth, just a few kilometers 
from Schauderville, but has been living in the Netherlands since she was six. She’s 
been studying the gang culture from the inside since 2016 and learned about the men 
who formed their identity while being part of  a gang, and who sometimes peacefully 
stepped out of  the group as well. The men who stepped out of  their gang chose to do 
so for their children. They did not want their kids to take the same path and knew that 
change had to start within their own life.

These men kept her safe and gave her the space and time to capture a different side of  
a community that is being stereotyped as aggressive and violent. Prejudices they can’t 
shake, even if  they cut ties with their criminal past and want to change their life. Van 
Wyk was able to present a more human side of  a district where gang wars are part of  
daily life.
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COMPLEXITY IS NOT UNDERSTOOD OVERNIGHT AND
FULLY EXPLAIND THE NEXT DAY

The knowledge of  a Dutch man implementing apartheid and doing a lot of  damage
in South Africa, felt like a different reality compared to my own wealthy life in the
Netherlands. The centuries of  white western domination that implemented the slave
trade, colonisation and apartheid left a huge scar. People with a different skin color
were told that their lives did not matter. That mentally remained and caused issues in 
the forming of  ones identity.

Even after Mandela became the first democratic elected president, the reality of  many
South Africans did not change. Neither did the people who represent them. It is the
same white western people who wrongfully represent the country as an exotic place
with a problematic past. Not acknowledging that their ancestors and maybe even
themselves are part of  the problem.

Having been born in South Africa but having moved to the Netherlands at a very
young age, has given me the feeling of  both belonging and not belonging to these 
two different communities. I question the notion of  what being at home is and realised
that it’s not about finding the answer, it’s about finding the people who make you feel
at home. That process can be really intricate at times. 
Sometimes a kinship blossoms and sometimes a crack appears when a connection 
cannot be made when there are more differences than familiarities. I am African yet 
European, the insider but also the outsider. My position is never difined.
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